Workshop on French/Palestinian Pilot Project for Waste Water Reuse in Agriculture 

Gaza, May 24th, 2004

EQA staff (Dr. Yunes Mogheir and Dr. Zaher Salem) participated in the above-mentioned workshop that was organized by Palestinian Hydrology Group, Palestinian Water Authority, Ministry of Agriculture and Representative of French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Before the start of the workshop, there were site visits to the areas where the wastewater reuse in agriculture irrigation is taking place. 

Two pilot projects were implemented as an output of the project, which aim to:

· Demonstrate the value of wastewater for the agricultural production. 

· Study the possible impacts of using such water on soil, animals and the users. 

· Issue recommendations to use treated wastewater in localized irrigation and control of contamination, to support future programs for developing the use of wastewater in agriculture. 

The first pilot is to irrigate 25 dunumus (planted with citrus trees) with treated wastewater from Gaza WWTP by using drip irrigation. The second pilot is to irrigate around 20 dunums in Biat lahya (planted by alfalfa, olive trees and maize production) with treated wastewater from Biet Lahia WWT. 

The workshop comes in the middle of the total time period of the project (two years). The participants of the workshops presented the objectives, the activities and the expected outputs of the project. The monitoring program of the pilot projects was also discussed in the workshop. 

EQA staff, who also are participating in MEDAWARE, made an introduction about MEDAWARE project which comes in the same line of the workshop subject. The staff raised some critical points related to the role of EQA in the project and to the procedures which have to be taken in the monitoring program. 
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